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Open envelope surrounding 
elevator and stair shaft which 
serves as the solar chimney. The 
suction created by the heating of 
the solar chimney at the top of the 
structure can be used to ventilate 
the building as cool air is pulled 
from the bottom up through small 
apertures in the building skin.

Inlet openings are 
located below the 
height of an 
occupant’s upper 
body (2.5 ft to 4.5 ft) 
above finished floor.

Solar collector area. Black 
or dark painted chimney 
absorbs sunlight and heats 
the chimney and air within 
which creates an updraft of 
air in the chimney.
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